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MOTION 

Revocation of Protected Areas 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (8.44 pm): Thank you, Mr Speaker, and good evening 

members one and all. It is great to be speaking on this revocation motion tonight which, as the member 
for Ipswich West has noted, is correcting an historical anomaly by correcting the roadway through 
Lamington National Park. Of course, Lamington National Park is one of the great natural treasures of 
South-East Queensland and indeed the whole of Queensland. It contains one of the portions of 
Gondwanaland, which is a very unique section of our ecosystem along the Border Ranges with New 
South Wales. I know that a lot of members in this House have been to O’Reilly’s resort and visited the 
Lamington National Park, so they would have driven along the road that we are talking about here 
tonight. I think the revocation notice is a sensible measure, and we obviously support it in order to 
correct a past administrative error.  

I should also talk about some other parts of Lamington National Park, in particular the road that 
leads up to the very successful O’Reilly’s resort. I would particularly like to mention that in recent times 
there has been funding announced for a section of Lamington National Park Road near Canungra to fix 
a section of road that is just a single lane. It is very narrow and very dangerous for buses and cars 
travelling along there. It is something that I have been campaigning for ever since I was elected to this 
place, and it is great to see that funding has been announced. When you think about the amount of 
traffic that goes through Lamington National Park Road I think it is important that we have the alignment 
all correct, because people go up there to experience the natural environment and to look out over the 
gorges at the Python Rock lookout.  

When we were in government the LNP allocated $750,000 towards fixing up that lookout because 
after 14 years of the ALP government it was in quite a dilapidated state, so $750,000 is a very good 
allocation of funding to fix that lookout so that people can really enjoy what national parks have to offer. 
Python Rock lookout is just one of the many attractions they have on offer at Lamington National Park. 
Other members have spoken about the fact that people have taken their children there to have the birds 
land on their shoulders. You can feed the birds that come and land on your hands, and it is quite a 
unique experience only about an hour or so away from Brisbane and the Gold Coast. To have the road 
upgraded down near Canungra and to have the alignment put right through this revocation notice here 
tonight is a great thing to correct that historical anomaly. When we talk about national parks, Lamington 
National Park must be the premier national park across the whole of Queensland.  

Mr Bennett: Really?  
Mr KRAUSE: Absolutely. I have been to the Great Barrier Reef and the Great Barrier Reef is 

fantastic as well, but Lamington National Park was one of the first national parks declared in 
Queensland and it is certainly one of the premier national parks. It is in the Beaudesert electorate as 
well. In our area we are all rightly proud of our national parks. The LNP when in government went a 
long way towards promoting ecotourism in national parks, and that work should continue. That work 
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needs to continue, because if the Labor Party and the Greens had been in power 100 years ago we 
would not have had developments like O’Reilly’s which allow people to get into the natural environment 
and enjoy it.  

One of the worst things this government did when they came into office was ban zip-lines in 
national parks. It was a specific policy that banned zip-lines, but when you talk about ecotourism in 
national parks there is no need to single out issues like zip-lines. It just goes to show the attitude that 
members opposite have towards ecotourism in national parks. There is always a conflict between the 
greens in the environment department and the people in the tourism department who want to promote 
growth in tourism. There is no doubt that LNP members support responsible development of ecotourism 
in national parks. We do not want it to be all-out tourism. We know that those environments need to be 
conserved and preserved for future generations. Providing for the road realignment through this 
revocation motion is just one way of doing that.  

I am very proud of Lamington National Park. One of the reasons is that I have a unique family 
link to Lamington National Park. Members may have heard me speak about this before but I will say it 
again, because it is worth pointing out how Lamington National Park came into existence. In the late 
1800s or early 1900s a member of this place by the name of Robert Collins, the member for Albert, ran 
a very strong campaign to have this area, now known as Lamington National Park, set aside as a special 
place for the conservation of the natural environment. He did that because he appreciated the natural 
environment. He had visited Yellowstone National Park in the United States—I am sure Yellowstone 
National Park had very good access routes as well—and he knew that we needed to do something 
similar in the Border Ranges around New South Wales. He ran a very strong campaign and in 1915 the 
state government declared Lamington National Park. I do not think it was the first national park. I think 
Tamborine National Park may have been the first national park— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): Order! Member for Beaudesert, I have given a little bit of 
latitude, but if we could move from 1915 to 2017 and speak about the revocation motion, that would be 
excellent.  

Mr KRAUSE: I am being relevant, because the road we are talking about would have been built 
in around 1915, when O’Reilly’s started developing their tourism development at Lamington. The road 
alignment probably got out of kilter way back in 1915, when Robert Collins was campaigning for that 
area to be set aside as Lamington National Park. The reason I raise that is that Robert Collins was my 
wife’s great-great-grandfather—a very distinguished gentleman who campaigned for the conservation 
of nature as the member for Albert. Unfortunately he did not live to see the park set aside, but he did 
campaign for much of his life for it to be done.  

We need to make sure we get these things right into the future. I do not know what happened in 
the past to allow that road to be built in the wrong place, on the wrong alignment. Perhaps it was just 
that the national park resources were not adequate. That remains an issue today. There are many 
hectares of national park in South-East Queensland. They need to be adequately resourced. I call on 
the government to look at that on an ongoing basis to make sure that issues like this do not crop up in 
the future—where roads or other infrastructure is built in the wrong place. The revocation motion is 
addressing this deficiency of the past. It is always necessary in debate of these motions to get the full 
context of what has gone on in the past and where we are going in the future. I support the revocation 
motion, as we all should. 
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